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WENGER THEATRICAL DESIGNS TO MAKE WEST COAST PREMIERE 
For immediate release August 29, 1978 
Thirty-five paintings by theatrical designer John Wenger will be 
displayed at the University of San Diego's Founders Gallery beginning 
Oct. 21 and continuing until Dec. 23. 
The exhibition will mark the first time that the noted scene designer's 
works will be displayed on the west coast. It will include works ranging 
from designs for Igor Stravinsky's "Petroushka" to designs from the 1927 
production of "Funny Face" at the Alvin Theatre in New York. 
Wenger is best remembered for his scenic designs for the Metropolitan 
Opera, Ziegfeld Follies, Rivoli and Roxy Theatres in New York, and 
Paramount Studios, all of which altered the direction of stage illusions. 
"These pieces are not sketches, but are finished paintings from the 
collection of the Metropolitan Museum of New York and the Museum of the 
City of New York," said Professor Therese Whitcomb, director of the 
gallery. "They are superb, both as paintings and in their contribution 
to the develo:p:nent of theatr ical design, to which Wenger brought the 
skill of both artist and i nnovating illusionist." 
A reception will be held from 7-9 p.m. on opening night. A number 
of celebrities are expected to view the exhibit's premiere, which is 
open to the public. 
Founders Gallery is located on the University of San Diego campus 
in Founders Hall. It is open to the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
·,,:eekdays. 
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